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Use – don’t abuse – the right keywords
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The right keywords and key phrases are crucial to showing search engines what your site is 
about and attracting the right visitors to your site.

Back in the day they, were easy to abuse because search engines weren’t as sophisticated. 
People thought it was a good idea to repeat the keyword as often as possible, which is why 
you still occasionally find web copy like “Want incandescent light bulbs? We sell 
incandescent light bulbs. You can buy incandescent light bulbs from us. We only sell the best 
incandescent light bulbs.”

Ugh. 

Don’t do that. If you overdo it, search engines will think you’re keyword stuffing (like in the 
example above) and penalize you with lower rankings. Instead, you want each keyword or 
phrase to appear only a few times per page. Google and Bing aren’t explicit about what 
keyword density is optimal, but if you keep your content sounding natural, then you should 
be fine.

Need help choosing the keywords with the best chance of performing well? Try free keyword 
research tools from Google AdWords Keyword Planner or Bing Ads Intelligence to help.
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Don’t waste my time with crappy content
Don’t waste my time, your time, or your reader’s time. There’s too much good content out 
there – and it’s just a click away – to suffer through the bad stuff. 

High quality content is informative, useful, targeted, credible, and engaging. It’s created for 
people first, not for search engines. So ask yourself, what do your readers want to know? 
How can you make it easy for them to find what they’re looking for? 

Also, high quality content is 100% original. Search engines like completely unique content, 
so don’t copy and paste from other websites or someone else’s articles. If you’re unsure, run 
copy through a plagiarism checker like Copyscape. 

Good content is key because it’s a signal to search engines that your site has something of 
value to share and it will keep your readers (prospects) on your site for longer. Not bad.
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Remember that people are lazy…
…And write accordingly. That is, make your content readable and scannable. 

Did you know that the ideal reading level for online content is written at a 7th grade level? 
True. So keep it simple, skip the $2 words, and nix the long sentences. 

And make it scannable. Someone should be able to glance over the page and get the gist 
of what you’re saying without reading every word. So, several long, solid blocks of text: bad. 
Bullet points and header tags: good.  

Finally, keep it short. You’re not writing the Great American Novel here. 
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Remember that people are impatient...
faster, faster, faster!
Speed is an important factor in search page rankings. Search engines know that internet 
users are an impatient bunch – around 1 in 4 users will click away after 4 seconds if the 
page hasn’t finished loading. So it’s important to get your page load times down. Check 
how fast it’s currently loading by checking with Pingdom or Google PageSpeed Insights.  

Without getting deep into the code and computer nerd talk, there are some things you 
can do to help out page load times. 

Compress images and videos so they load faster
Reduce the amount of plugins your site uses
Keep plugins updated
Switch hosting if slow page load times are due to the server

If your site still loads slowly, talking to a web developer is your next step. (What can I say, 
not everything can be DIY.)
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404 is not an area code you want to be in

Your links, I mean.

Search engines like seeing links on your website that connect to other pages on your site 
(internal links) and outside websites (external links). Search engines don’t like it when 
these links are broken, though. So go through and make sure that each link you click 
actually goes where it’s supposed to and doesn’t lead to the dreaded 404 Page. 

Advanced tip: If you’ve deleted a page but you know other sites out there are still linking to 
it, install a simple redirect plugin so that when someone tries to visit the old URL, they’ll 
automatically be taken to a current page. 

ERROR!
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Be Meta, Be Betta
There’s a lot of stuff going on in the back end of a website that users don’t see. Some of that 
is called meta data, which is information on the content and functionality of the site. You 
don’t have to worry about most of it for now, but do pay attention to meta descriptions.

Meta descriptions are the short, two-line blurbs you see below a web page’s title and URL in 
search results. Since this is the only info a user will see about your site before clicking 
through, it’s prime real estate. Google doesn’t use meta descriptions directly to factor into 
its rankings, but people are more likely to click through when they read a description that 
promises what they’re looking for. Voila, higher click-through rate (CTR).  

Tips: Keep ‘em short – descriptions get cut off after 2 or 3 lines – and be sure to include a 
keyword or two that’s in your page, since that’s what people are searching for. Also, give 
each page on your site a unique description. 

Not to be confused with meta descriptions, what are meta keyword tags? Forget them. 
Search engines stopped valuing them long ago because they were so easy to abuse. 
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“9 Tips to Boost Your Site’s Rankings… 
#7 Will Make You Cry”
Surely you’re familiar with the click bait-y headlines like the one above. While you don’t 
want to go that far, you do want to pay attention to your page and post titles. 

Why? Because it doesn’t matter how good your content is – if no one ever clicks on it, it 
won’t get read. And a strong page or post title is what makes people click. That’s why we 
keep falling for click bait, even though we know we’ll be disappointed (again). 

Make sure the page or post title matches with the actual content so you don’t disappoint 
your readers. At the same time, don’t give away all the good stuff – if you have too much 
information in your title, you’re giving users no reason to click through.

While pageviews don’t matter like they used to in SEO, a high click-through rate (CTR) is still 
a signal that the site is popular, which search engines do take into account. 
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Make it mobile
More than half of all searches are now done on smartphones and tablets. So if your site 
only looks good on desktops computers and laptops, you’re missing out on a ton of traffic. 
Search engines penalize sites that aren’t mobile friendly and push them down lower in the 
results. 

What does this mean for you? You must have a mobile-friendly site.

If your site is not mobile-friendly, you have some options. If you’re on a platform like 
Wordpress with an old, non-mobile-friendly theme, switch to a theme that’s automatically 
mobile-friendly. Or get a plugin that automatically turns your site into a mobile friendly 
version. 

For the best results, work with a ridiculously talented web designer (ahem)/
(*cough* Fu Dog Media*cough*) to create a custom mobile-friendly site for you. 
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Skip the stuff you know is bad for you
It’s like your diet: eat all the vegetables you want, but if you still eat an entire pizza every 
day, you’re going to stay fat.

Same with web rankings. You can do all the good stuff, but if you’re still doing bad stuff, 
you’ll be penalized. 

So stop doing things you know or suspect are shady. You’re not fooling search engines, and 
you’re not doing your prospects any favors, either. Some things to avoid:

Keyword stuffing
Using irrelevant keywords
Mirror pages
Link schemes
Link swapping
Link farms

Anchor text
Too many ads on your site 
Cloaking 
Hiding text 
Hiding links

If you don’t know what these techniques are, good! If you know what they are and are 
using any of them, stop now. By focusing on the quality of your content and good SEO 
practices, you’ll be better off in the long run. 
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BONUS TIP #10 Contact Fu Dog Media
A fast, functional, and beautiful website is one of the best investments you can make in 
your business. We’re here to help. 

Contact us at Fu Dog Media to find out what we can do for you. We do more than just 
awesome websites. Some of our services:

Web design built on the user-friendly Wordpress platform
SEO monthly maintenance plans
Social media marketing
Graphic design 
Logo design 

Call us at 843-608-8777 or email at sales@fudogmedia.com and we’ll help you dominate 
the rankings. 


